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I wish to point out that this publication [1] describes phe-
omena that I described 3 years earlier in greater detail and
ere generalized to a number of different methylaromatic com-
ounds.

The publication [1] describes the Co/Mn/Br catalyzed aero-
ic oxidation of p-xylene in acetic acid solvent. They describe
decreasing rate of reaction which then ceased and the color

hanged from pink to light brown. They presumed that the rate
f reaction ceased because of benzylic bromide formation. The
ddition of sodium bromide immediately restored the rate of
eaction and changed the color back from brown to pink.

Identical phenomena and very similar experiments were
eported earlier [2] for p-toluic acid and 4-tolylaldehyde (inter-
ediates in p-xylene oxidation) as well as for toluene and

-chlorotoluene. In this paper, the formation of benzylic bro-
ides were not assumed, but measured during the reactions.

hen all of the bromide was converted to a benzylic bromide,

he reaction essentially ceased. The absorbance values were
easured during reaction via UV–vis and ascribed partially

o Mn(III) formation. Finally addition of hydrogen bromide
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hanged the color of solution and restored the rate and selectivity
f the reaction. All of these phenomena are strongly dependent
pon water concentration since the restoration of the ionic bro-
ide occurs by solvolysis of the benzylic bromides, as well as

y oxidation.
Also reference 19 in the paper [1] is incorrect. The authors

re probably referring to one of my later papers [3] which also
escribes the effect of benzylic bromides on the rate of formation
f carboxylic acids.
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